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About DOAJ

DOAJ is a unique and extensive index of diverse open access journals from around 

the world, driven by a growing community. It is committed to ensuring quality 

content is openly available online for everyone.

OPEN - DOAJ is a vital part of the global open access infrastructure.

GLOBAL – DOAJ is a global community, with team members, ambassadors and 

volunteers based in 45 countries around the world, speaking 36 languages.

TRUSTED – Globally, DOAJ's criteria have become a gold standard for open access 

publishing.
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Mission
◦ DOAJ's mission is to increase the visibility, accessibility, reputation, usage and 

impact of quality, peer-reviewed, open access scholarly research journals globally, 

regardless of discipline, geography or language.

◦ DOAJ is committed to being 100% independent and maintaining all of its primary 

services and metadata as open to everyone.
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Vision

◦DOAJ works to build an equitable and diverse scholarly ecosystem 

where trusted research can be accessed globally without barriers.
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Organization

◦ DOAJ is run and managed by the DOAJ Foundation, a non-profit community-governed Danish 

foundation based in Denmark and with its registered office in Roskilde, Denmark. The DOAJ 

Foundation is governed by its Articles of Association and the Foundation Board, established in 

September 2024 to support the transition.

◦ The work done by the DOAJ Team is supported by over 100 voluntary editorial staff who help us to 

review applications. All volunteers are bound by an agreement, and they must declare any conflicts 

of interest.

◦ DOAJ also has a global network of Ambassadors who promote open access and best practices in 

their regions. Our Ambassadors are bound by an agreement and must declare all conflicts of 

interest.
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Partnerships and collaborations

DOAJ partners with many organizations. The nature of the partnerships varies 

and may include membership, contracts for work, exchanges of information or 

services, initiative signatories, or access to information resources that assist 

DOAJ with our application review process.
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Directory of Open Access Journals

● Founded 2003 to support the growing OA community

● Aim to include all OA journals that meet quality standards

● Raise profile, visibility and impact of OA journals

● Independent, not-for-profit service funded entirely by donations

● Editorial work supported by global team of volunteers

● All DOAJ services provided free of charge - including review, journal listing, 

metadata distribution
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Benefits of indexing in DOAJ

◦ Getting indexed in DOAJ:

◦ Reputation and prominence

◦  increases journal visibility

◦  fosters trust

◦  improves citations

◦  attracts submissions

◦  is often a requirement for procuring OA funding 
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How to get OA journals indexed in the 
DOAJ: Updated guide in 2024
1. Understand the DOAJ Criteria

2. Prepare Your Journal for Application

3. Create an Account on DOAJ

4. Submit the Application

5. Review and Submit

6. Respond to DOAJ Queries

7. Application Review and Decision

8. Maintain Standards
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What is an XML file?

◦ An eXtensible Markup Language (XML) file is a text-based document that you can save 

with the .xml extension. used to store, structure and transport data.

◦ To create or edit an XML file, you can use any of the following: Text editors like 

Notepad or Notepad++  and all of web browsers

◦ Tag: tags define the structure and meaning of your data. 
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Article Metadata

Metadata means “data about the data” — in this case, information about the article 

that is not part of the body text or graphics of the article, for example, 

1. Title

2. the authorship information(First Name, Middle Name, Last Name and Their 

affiliation, ORCID ID)

3. publication date

4. Abstract

5. Keywords

6. any unique identifiers, copyrights, etc. that serves to identify or describe the      

article.
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Upload article XML

◦ First convert your article metadata into an accepted XML format: DOAJ 

Crossref.

◦ DOAJ accepts DOAJ Native XML, Crossref 4.4.2 XML, or Crossref 5.3.1 XML

◦ If you are creating DOAJ XML manually, 

try formatting and validating the file before you upload it to DOAJ.

◦ If you are exporting XML from an OJS plugin, you can upload the 

file immediately.
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https://jsonformatter.org/xml-formatter
https://www.xmlvalidation.com/
https://doaj.org/publisher/uploadfile
https://doaj.org/publisher/uploadfile
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No Element Requirement

1 Language, ISO Code Optional, max 1

2 Publisher Optional, max 1

3 Journal title Required, only 1

4 ISSN Optional, max. 1

Either the ISSN or the EISSN must be present, 

or both. (The number of ISSNs sent in the article 

metadata must match what is stored in the 

DOAJ record for the journal.)

5 EISSN Optional, max. 1

6 Publication date Required, only 1

7 Volume number Optional, max. 1

8 Issue number Optional, max. 1

9 Start page Optional, max. 1
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NO Element Requirement

10 End page Optional, max. 1

11 DOI Optional, max. 1

12 Document type Optional, max. 1

13 Title Required, 1 or more

14 Authors Optional

15 ORCID iD Optional, max. 1

16 Affiliations Optional

17 Abstracts Optional

18 Full-text URL Required, only 1

19 Keywords
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